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House of Representatives
The House met at 10 a.m. and was

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. SHIMKUS).

f

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
June 8, 2000.

I hereby appoint the Honorable JOHN
SHIMKUS to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

f

PRAYER

The Reverend Father James Scherer,
St. Paul the Apostle Church, Greens-
boro, North Carolina, offered the fol-
lowing prayer:

‘‘To do work carefully and well, with
love and respect for the nature of our
task and with due attention to its pur-
pose, is to unite ourselves to God’s will
in our work.’’ Thomas Merton.

Lord, we have no idea where we are
going. We do not even see the road
ahead. We cannot know for certain
where it will end. The fact that we
think that we are following Your will
does not necessarily mean that we are.
We believe, however, the desire to
please You does, in fact, please You.
We hope we will never do anything
apart from that desire. We know You
will lead us by the right road. There-
fore, we trust You always that You
may lead us and we may not be lost.
We will not fear, for You are ever with
us, and You will never leave us to face
our perils alone. Amen.

f

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. FOLEY. Mr. Speaker, pursuant
to clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote on
agreeing to the Speaker’s approval of
the Journal.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the Chair’s approval of
the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. FOLEY. Mr. Speaker, I object to
the vote on the ground that a quorum
is not present and make the point of
order that a quorum is not present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

f

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. PHELPS)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. PHELPS led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

f

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Mr.
Lundregan, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate has passed
without amendment a bill of the House
of the following title:

H.R. 4542. An act to designate the Wash-
ington Opera in Washington, D.C., as the Na-
tional Opera.

The message also announced that the
Senate has passed a bill of the fol-
lowing title in which the concurrence
of the House is requested:

S. 2625. An act to amend the Public Health
Service Act to revise the performance stand-

ards and certification process for organ pro-
curement organizations.

The message also announced that
pursuant to Public Law 105–389, the
Chair, on behalf of the Majority Lead-
er, in consultation with the Demo-
cratic Leader, announces the appoint-
ment of Robert R. Ferguson III of
North Carolina, to serve as a member
of the First Flight Centennial Federal
Advisory Board.

f

WELCOMING FATHER JIM
SCHERER

(Mr. COBLE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COBLE. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to welcome Father Jim Scherer
from Greensboro, North Carolina as
our guest chaplain today, although I
did not sponsor Father Jim. Father
Jim was sponsored by the gentleman
from Pennsylvania (Mr. WELDON) who
this session has, in turn, sponsored Fa-
ther Jim’s nephew. I am delighted to
welcome Father Jim Scherer to the
House today.

Father Jim serves 3 parishes back in
the 6th district of North Carolina. Our
Lady of Grace where he conducts week-
day mass; and Father Jim, I had the
pleasure of addressing the student body
at Our Lady of Grace last year; St.
Paul the Apostle, and St. Pios for Sun-
day masses. In addition to that, Father
Jim also served as a marriage and fam-
ily therapist in private practice in
Greensboro.

Mr. Speaker, I know my colleagues
will join me in extending a warm wel-
come to Father Jim Scherer as our
guest chaplain today.

f

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the pending
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